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Great gift for the future
In the middle of farmland
and pine plantations
overlooking the Kaipara
Harbour, two accountants
are working the land to
create a special treasure for
future generations.
Sophie Bond and
Kellie Blizard visit.

O

NE hour north of Auckland,
just past the township of
Kaukapakapa, Thomas and
Mahrukh Stazyk are halfway through
work on an ambitious project to transform a dairy farm into a native bush
haven.
The Point Chevalier residents
bought the 23.8ha dairy farm in
Araparera in 2003. They leased it to a
local farmer for grazing while they
returned to university for a couple of
years.
Their original plan was to create a
retreat on the property but, as they
watched the city limits expanding and
nearby properties subdivided and sold,
they decided converting the land back
to native forest was the best use.
Mahrukh first came to Auckland
on a work transfer in the 80s and
recalls farmland where now there are
malls and subdivisions.
‘‘The city has spread east and south
and in another 30 years development
may spread here. We need to keep
something for the future generations.’’
Auditors by profession, US-born
Thomas and India-born Mahrukh
lived in several different countries
before deciding to make New Zealand
their permanent home in 2001. They
threw in their jobs and for several years
each returned to university, Thomas to
do an MA in English literature and
Mahrukh to study psychology. When
they’re not in Araparera, Thomas
works on his writing and Mahrukh
does health psychology research for
Massey University.
When the couple committed to the
project, which they call CUE
(Cultivating Understanding and
Enlightenment) Haven, neither knew
anything about New Zealand native

MEMORIAL
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Thomas and Mahrukh Stazyk are converting an old dairy farm into a native forest they plan to give to the Auckland
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region. Volunteers (below) help them plant thousands of trees.

plants, nor the wetland covering part
of the property. Through the former
Rodney District Council they found a
local ecologist to put together a
reforestation plan.
‘‘Of course we asked — how are we
going to plant all these trees?’’ says
Thomas. ‘‘We knew we needed to get
volunteer help.’’
The first planting took place in
2008, when St Kentigern Primary
School pupils came out for a day. This
led to other school and volunteer
groups contributing and in 2010 the
Stazyks built a house on the site so that
volunteers could stay for up to a week

working on the property. Seeds are
sourced from covenanted bush on the
property or from within a 10km
radius.
The planting season is from May to
August, when groups regularly stay in
the house. The rest of the year is
dedicated to building the track and
weed control.
Thomas says work is advancing
quickly. ‘‘That’s because the
Department of Conservation and the
[former] Rodney District Council and
Auckland Council have given us a lot
of assistance. We’ve had funding for
planting but also expertise in pest

control with bait boxes provided, and
advice on how to manage the
wetlands.’’
The Stazyks have built roads on the
property and work is complete on the
first length of walking track. They
turned the old milking shed into a
nursery where kanuka, manuka, kauri,
mahoe and other trees are raised.
The planting of the canopy species,
about 180,000 trees, will be completed
by 2017 and at that stage Thomas and
Mahrukh will pass the project on.
‘‘It will all go into QEII covenant,’’
says Thomas, ‘‘which the Department
of Conservation will administer and

In 2009, planting on the
property took an unexpected
twist when Mahrukh’s sister
asked to plant a tree in memory
of a friend who had died. The
Stazyks offered her a kahikatea
and word soon got out to friends
and family. A 2010 Aucklander
article saw people from around
the world learn about the
memorial planting; now there
are more than 130 memorial
kauri and kahikatea on the
property. The couple have also
had requests for celebration
plantings. See cuehaven.com.
(More pictures in a photogallery
at theaucklander.co.nz)

which means none of the trees on the
site can ever be cut down.’’
From the top of the property there
are sweeping views across bush and
farmland to the expanse of the greyblue Kaipara Harbour.
The couple have plans for this
windswept lookout.
‘‘Some day we hope to build an
eco-centre here, something like the
Arataki Visitor Centre in the
Waitakere Ranges,’’ says Mahrukh.
‘‘Already we have seen the bird
numbers grow and perhaps one day
we can have kiwi here in the forest.
This has given us so much joy.’’
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