
CUE Haven 
 
CUE means cultivating, understanding and enlightenment. Cue Haven used to be a farm with cows. 

Nowadays, the owners of it are turning it back into native bush. Today the enviro reps and I took a bus to 

CUE haven. We were going to help return the farmland back into native bush by planting native trees such 

as Kanuka and Manuka. Which, in a few months time, will grow into tall, sturdy trees. Today, when we 

arrived at CUE haven, we met the lovely couple Thomas & Mahrukh Stazyk. The couple offered us hot 

chocolate, biscuits and peach muffins to our hearts content.  

 

 
 
After morning tea, Thomas and Mahrukh talked to us about what CUE means, safety cautions and also 

where we would be planting. They showed us a map of their 59 Acre farm, their plans for the future and 

lastly what we were going to do for the day and also explained why they were doing the planting. For 

example, the cows poo into the Kaipara Harbour, which is one of the world's biggest Harbour, and the fish 

eat it. Most of the fish we eat comes from the Kaipara Harbour so basically we are eating cow dung. 

 

 
 
When we got outside they sky was slightly drizzling with rain. Mahrukh told us to stand beside a wall 

decorated with a sparrow and Mother Nature with a blue background and took a photo of us with our  

thumbs up. 



 
 
When we were led to the nursery where we were given spades and off we went. Thomas gave us a demo 
of how to plant the plants and showed us the plants we would be planting. They were about 30- 40 cm tall. 
In my opinion, digging the hole was the hardest physical work. 
 

 
 
In the end we planted 136 trees. Just before we finished planting, a group of people who'd finished planting, 
stuck sticks by the trees, determining where they were just so nobody would step on them. 

 
 

We settled down for lunch in the nursery. Mahrukh gave us a plate of marshmallows and another plate of 
muffins. After we ate our lunch, two instructors called Rachel Griffiths and Shelly Hackett from the Auckland 



Council Wai Care education programme, collected water from the top of the stream and the bottom of the 
stream, and talked about the difference in them. They had also collected some macroinvertebrates and we 
talked about oxygen and the stream waterways. 

 
When they finished talking we were split up into two groups. The first group were checking the water's 
temperature with special equipment, and the second group were studying the macroinvertebrates. I was in 
the second group and was studying the macroinvertebrates. Some of the macroinvertebrates were barely a 
centimeter long!  

 
After this activity was finished, we swapped groups. We were studying the water's temperature and also 
why the poor fish were victims against this poo and why.  
 
For the last part of the day, we got a little tour around. 

 
 
Thank you Thomas and Mahrukh for making my day. 
 

By Aneta (the girl in the pink raincoat with short black hair)      18 May 2015 


